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Gods and Devils From Outer Space

inverse ratio to the pressures that they support. They
knew how to prepare sulphuric, nitric, and muriatic
acids; the oxides of copper, iron, lead, tin, and zinc; the
sulphumts of iron, copper, mercury, antimony, and arse-
nic; the sulphates of zinc and iron; the carbonates of

iron, lead and soda; nitrate of silver; and ‘powder. |
edicine.—Their knowledge was truly astonishing. In
:Tdmraka and Sousruta, the two princes of Hindu medi-
cine, is laid down the system which Ht,ppecrates appro-
pmated later. Sousruta notably enunciates the principles
of preventive medicine or hygiene, which he places much
above curative medicine—too often, accurdmg to him,
etnpynca] Are we more advanced today? It is not with- |
out interest to remark that the Arab physicians who
enjoyed a merited celebrity in the middle ages—Averroes
among other—constantly spoke of the Hindu physicians,
andmgardedthnmastheuunatmufthe&mlum

"Pharma:o!agy —They knew all the samples, their
properties, their use, and upon this point have not yet
ceased to give lessons to Europe Quite recently we have
received from them the treatment of asthma, with the
datura.

“Surgery.—In this they are not less remarkable. They
made the operation for the stone, succeeded admnahly in
the operation for cataract, and the extraction of the
fetus, of which all the unusual or dangerous cases are
described by Tcharaka with an extraordinary saennﬁc E

!
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mj& B |
“Grammar.—They formed the most marvelous lan- §
guage in the world—the Sanscrit—which gave birth to 1 | America's quality cigarefte.

the greater part of the idioms of the Orient, and of Indo- |

European countries. . b
- “Poetry—They have treated all the styles, and shown

themselves supreme masters in all. Sakuntala, Avrita, the

Hindu Phaedra, Saranga, and a thousand 0ther dramas | ‘A ;

have their superiors neither in Sophocles nor Euripides, | CLCAC  Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined

96 : T e— That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health.
: BBIE Report Feb. '73.
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] I " in Corneille nor Shakespear. Their descriptive poetry has
o IectObIes never been equaled. One must read, in the Megadata,

Take advantage of this special Kent offer. T }:.a‘m o BZE"H"” “'h;’.impk’m a}?ass“l’g clongd tg

ordEr these attraCUVG items fOI’ carry his remembrances to his CO“.EIgC, 15 relatives an

friends, whom he will never see more, to form an idea of
the splendor to which this style has been carried in India.
Their fables have been copied to all modern and ancient
peoples who have not even given themselves the trouble
to color differently the subject of these little dramas.
“Music—They invented the gamut with its differences
of tones and half tones much before Gui d’ Arezzo. Here
is the Hindu scale:
Sa—Ri—Ga—Ma—Pa—Da-—Ni—S8a.
“Architecture—They seem to have exhausted all that
the genius of man is capable of conceiving. Domes, inex-
pressibly bold; tapering cupolas; minarets, with marble
lace; Gothic towers; Greek hemicycles; polychrome style
—all kinds and all epochs are there, betokening the origin
and date of the different colonies, which, in emigrating,
carried with them their souvenirs of their native art.
“Such were the results attained by this ancient and im-
posing Brahmanical civilization. What have we to offer
for comparison? Beside such majestic achievements of the
past, what can we place that will seem so gradiose and
sublime as to warrant our boast of superiority over an ig-
norant ancestry? Beside the discoverers of geometry and
algebra, the constructors of human speech, the parents of
philosophy, the primal expounders of religion, the adepts
Please send me the following Kent Collectables: in psychological and physical science, how even the great-
[] A.4qt compoppersass (1 B sat ot 416 02 isuiatsd stome SE50 est of our biologists and theologians seem dwarfed! Name
(] B.30cupinsutated party per$1285 [ ] IF. seiot 4 insutated tumblers $2.50 to us any modern discovery, and we venture to say that
[ C.aat insulatedice bucketss00 [ ] G, setof 4-10 0z insutated mugs §2.50 Indian history need not long be searched before the
D D. 5502 beverage server 35 prototype will be found on record. Here we are with the
I am enclosing 10 Kent end flaps ["®®%] tor gach itam ordared, plus check or money order transit of science half a{:complished, and all our ideas
Offer continues as long as supply |asts. Allow 3 to 4 weeks dalivery. | certify | am 21 years of . . .
age or over. in process of readjustment to the theories of force-corre-
lation, natural selection, atomic pelarity and evolution.
e _ i s And here, to mock our conceit, our apprehensions and
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Leo employed firearms. “Greekfire” is supposed to have [

been gunpowder mixed with resin or petroleum, and
thrown in the form of fuses and explosive shells. It was in-
troduced from Egypt 668 A.D. In 690 AD. the Arabs
used firearms against Mecca, bringing the knowledge of
them from India. In 80 AD. the Chinese obtained from
India a knowledge of gunpowder. There is reason to be-
lieve that the Carthaginian (Phoenician) general, Hanni-
bal, used gunpowder in breaking a way from his army
over the Alps. The Romans, who were ignorant of its use,
said that Hannibal made his way by making fires against
the rocks, and pouring vinegar and water over the ashes.
It is evident that fire and vinegar would have no effect on
masses of the Alps great enough to arrest the march of an
army. Dr. William Maginn has suggested that the wood

was probably burnt by Hannibal to obtain charcoal; and

- the word which has been translated “vinegar” probably
' signified some preparation of nitro and sulphur, and that
Hannibal made gunpowder and blew up the rocks. The
same author suggests that the story of Hannibal breaking
loose from the mountains where he was surrounded on all
sides by the Romans, and in danger of starvation, by fas-
tening firebrands to the horns of two thousand oxen, and
sending them rushing at night among the terrified Ro-
mans, simply refers to the use of rockets.

As Maginn well asks, how could Hannibal be in danger
of starvation when he had two thousand oxen to spare for
such an experiment? And why should the veteran Roman
troops have been so terrified and panic-stricken by a lot of
cattle with firebrands on their horns? At the battle of
Lake Trasymene, between Hannibal and Flaminius, we
have another curious piece of information which goes far
to confirm the belief that Hannibal was familiar with the
use of gunpowder. In the midst of the battle there was, say
‘the Roman historians, an “earthquake;” the earth reeled
under the feet of the soldiers, a tremendous crash was
heard, a fog or smoke covered the scene, the earth broke
open, and the rocks fell upon the heads of the Romans.
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This reads very much as if the Carthaginians had decoyed
the Romans into a pass where they had already planted a
mine, and had exploded it at the proper moment to throw
them into a panic. Earthquakes do not cast rocks up in the
air to fall on men’s heads!

And that this is not all surmise is shown by the fact that
a city of India, in the time of Alexander the Great, de-
fended itself by the use of gunpowder: it was said to be a
favorite of the gods, because thunder and lightning came
from its walls to resist the attacks of its assailants.

As the Hebrews were a branch of the Phoenician race,
it is not surprising that we find some things in their history
which look very much like legends of gunpowder.

When Korah, Dathan, and Abiram led a rebellion
against Moses, Moses separated the faithful from the un-
faithful, and thereupon “the ground clave asunder that -
was under them: and the earth opened her mouth, and
swallowed them up, and their houses, and all the men that
appertained unto Korah, and all their goods. . . . And
there came out a fire from the Lord, and consumed the
two hundred and fifty men that offered incense. . . . But
on the morrow all the congregation of the children of
Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron, saying,
Ye have killed the people of the Lord.” (Numb. xvi., 31-
41).

This looks very much as if Moses had blown up the reb-
els with gunpowder.

Roger Bacon, who himself rediscovered gunpowder, was
of the opinion that the event described in Judges vii.,
where Gideon captured the camp of the Midianites with
the roar of trumpets, the crash caused by the breaking of
innumerable pitchers, and the flash of a multitude of lan-
terns, had reference to the use of gunpowder; that the noise
made by the breaking of the pitchers represented the detona-
tion of an explosion, the flame of the lights the blaze, and
the noise of the trumpets the thunder of the gunpowder.

We can understand the results that followed; but we
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extended from Spain to Syria, were the first to establish
independent municipal republics, with the right of the
people to govern themselves; and that this system was per-
petuated in the great Phoenician communities; in “the

fierce democracies” of ancient Greece; in the “village re-

publics” of the African Berbers and the Hindoos; in the
“free cities” of the Middle Ages in Europe; and in the
independent governments of the Basques, which continued
down to our own day. The Cushite state was an aggrega-

tion of municipalities, each possessing the right of self-gov-

ernment, but subject within prescribed limits to a general

authority; in other words, it was precisely the form of gov-

ernment possessed today by the United States.
Agriculture—When we turn to Egypt we find that in

the remotest times many of our modern garden and field
plants were cultivated there. When the Israelites murmured

in the wilderness against Moses, they cried out (Numb.,,
chap. xi.,, 4,5), “Who shall give us flesh to eat? We re-
member the fish which we did eat in Egypt freely; the
cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and the on-
ions, and the garlic.” The Egyptians also cultivated wheat,
barley, oats, flax, hemp, etc. In fact, if we were to take
away from civilized man the domestic animals, the cereals,

and the field and garden vegetables possessed by the Egyp-
tians at the very dawn of history, there would be very little

left for the grainaries or the tables of the world.

Astronomy—The knowledge of the ancients as to as-

tronomy was great and accurate. Callisthenes, who accom-
panied Alexander the Great to Babylon, sent to Aristotle a
series of Chaldean astronomical observations which he

found preserved there, recorded on tablets of baked clay,

and extending back as far as 2234 B.C. Humboldt says,
“The Chaldeans knew the mean motions of the moon with
an exactness which induced the Greek astronomers to use
their calculations for the foundation of a lunar theory.”
The Chaldeans knew the true nature of comets, and could
foretell their reappearance. “A lens of considerable power
was found in the ruins of Babylon; it was an inch and a
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half in diameter and nine-tenths of an inch thick.”
(Layard’s “Nineveh and Babylon,” pp. 16, 17.) Nero used
optical glasses when he watched the fights of the gladia-
tors; they were supposed to have come from Egypt and
the East. Plutarch speaks of optical instruments used by
Archimedes “to manifest to the eye the largeness of the
sun. There are actual astronomical calculations in exist-
ence, with calendars formed upon them, which eminent
astronomers of England and France admit to be genuine
and true, and which carry back the antiquity of the
science of astronomy, together with the constellations, to
within a few years of the deluge, even on the longer chro-
nology of the Septuagint.”” (The Miracle in Stone,” p.
142.)

Josephus attributes the discovery of the constellations to
the family of the antediluvian Seth, the son of Adam,
while Origen affirms that it was asserted in the Book of
Enoch that in the time of that patriarch the constellations
were already divided and named. The Greeks associated
the origin of astronomy with Atlas and Hercules. The
Egyptians regarded Taut or Thoth, or At-hotes, as the
originator of both astronomy and the alphabet; doubtless
he represented a civilized people, by whom their country
was originally colonized. Bailly and others assert that as-
tronomy “must have been established when the summer
solstice was in the first degree of Virgo, and that the solar
and lunar zodiacs were of similar antiquity, which would
be about four thousand years before the Christian era. . . .

Plato knew (“Dialogues, Phaedo,” 108) that the earth
“is a body in the centre of the heavens,” held in equipoise.
He speaks of it as a “routed body,” a “globe;” he even un-
derstood that it revolved on its axis, and that these revolu-
tions produced day and night. He says—“Dialogues, Ti-
maeus”—"“The earth circling around the pole (which is
extended through the universe) he made to be the artifi-
cer of night and day.” All this Greek learning was proba-
bly drawn from the Egyptians.
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